Michael L. Williams

December 1990
Bush administration
mounts first attack on
black opportunities in
higher education.
Michael L. Williams,
assistant secretary of
education for civil rights,
issues administrative
opinion that
scholarships, set aside
for black students, violate

November 1994
GOP scores major
victory in midterm

elections. Republican
leadership vows to
abolish Department of
Education, decrease
funding for Howard
University, and reduce
enforcement of federal
affirmative action
guidelines.

civil rights laws.

1990

September 1990
Due to large GOP-led
increases in tuition, black
enrollments in higher
education in California
drop to 118,000
compared to 142,000
a decade earlier.
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May 1995
The U.S. Supreme Court
declines to hear an
appeal of a lower court
decision outlawing race-
based Benjamin
Banneker scholarships
at the University of
Maryland. The ruling
effectively bans all race-
based scholarships at
public universities in
five states.

March 1996
Racially conservative
litigation organization, the
Center for Individual
Rights, wins landmark
Hopwood case. U.S.
appeals court rules that
race-sensitive admission
program at the University
of Texas Law School is
unconstitutional. Ruling
effectively bans affirma-
tive action in admissions
at state universities in the
states of Texas,
Mississippi, and
Louisiana.

S

Led by African-American

regents of the University
of California vote to end

July 1995
Ward Connerly, the
race-sensitive admis-

ions at all of the state’s
university campuses.

T

September 1993
Massive tuition increases
of more than 200 percent
produce a major drop in

enrollments in public
higher education in
California. Enrollments
down by 159,000 from a
year earlier. Once again,
tuition price increases
disproportionately reduce
black student applicants
and enroliments.

Ward Connerly
Leader of crusade to
abolish race-conscious
admissions nationwide

April 1996
In response to perceived
legal vulnerability as a
result of the Hopwood
decision, privately
operated Rice University
abandons its race-sensi-
tive admissions program.
As a result, the percent-
age of blacks in the fresh-
man class drops from
10 percent in 1995 to
7.7 percent in 1996 and
to 4.2 percent in 1997.

September 1995
Mayor Giuliani and
Governor Pataki cut

financial aid for students
at the City University of
New York, where 60,000
black students are
enrolled. Tuition rises by
156 percent in five years.
City University of New

York enrolled more

African-American

students than any
institution of higher

education in the
United States.

November 1996
Consideration of race in
admissions to the
200,000-student
University of California
system outlawed
by ballot initiative known
as Proposition 209. GOP
in state spends $2.5
million for campaign in
support of the proposition.

January 1997
Ward Connerly forms the
American Civil Rights
Institute, an organization
dedicated to eliminating
affirmative action
nationwide. Racially
conservative foundations
lend strong support.




led to Curtail Black Opportunitiesin Higher Education

September 1997 Nov'e.mber 1_998 )
Litigation-driven rulings In a divided opinion, : 1,:'
banning race-conscious federal appeals court in ol ."F' ’:
admissions policies for Boston overturns lower i ot
law school admissions in court and rules racial pref- .- :

Texas and California have erences in gdm|55|ons at P
a devastating effect on ) the .pres'tlglous Boston ‘% |
enrollments in public insti- Eric Brooks _Latin ngh School are iy
tutions. In 1997 only one T:ﬁﬁ:%g?ﬁti;i;m |Ilﬁgal. Ruling app?’afs o e,
black student enrolled in class at Boalt Hall ave strong re§tr|ct|vg
the 270-member first-year law school / effe_ct_ on affirmative action
class at the Boalt Hall law policies at state-.oper_a_ted September 1999
school at the University of colleges and universities. City University of New York
California at Berkeley. November 1998 —a to embark on a plan to end
Only five blacks enroll at Voters in Washington State remedial education at its
the law school at the approve a statewide January 1999 four-year institutions.
University of Texas. Over referendum banning A federal district judge in Estimates are that up to
the previous decade racial preferences by any Georgia rules that the 8,000 black students
the University of Texas agency of the state University of Georgia’s may be forced out of
law schools had an government including affirmative action college as a result.
average of more than public universities. admissions policies

30 black students violate the

matriculating each year. United States
Constitution.

2000

October 1998
April 1997 Federal judge in Ohio February 1999
Center for Individual rules that minority As a result of
ights continues national set-aside program at widespread fears
campaign of setting up Cuyahoga Community caused by efforts of the
staged litigation to kill College is unconstitution- Center for Individual
race-conscious al. Ruling warns college Rights, the University of
dmissions. Legal attack Oct.obe_zr 1997 trustees that they may be Massachusetts
mounted by a black Lawsuits filed by the personally liable if they January 1999 announces that it will
tudent against Alabama Center for Individual continue to practice Stung by cr?larges that sharply reduce the role
state University, a black Rights against the racial preferences. its affirmative action that race plays in its
college, for using University of Michigan policies are unlawful admissions and financial
cholarship aid to autract and ts law school the University of Virginia aid decisions.
more white students. charge the o
institutions with unfair Board of Visitors
preferences in the appoints committee to
T admission of blacks. eStib“SI!‘ w?rethe:_ the
school’s affirmative
action admissions
March 1997 o \ program is in violation
1 staged litigation led by : September 1998 of the law. J!anuary 1999 '
he racially conservative o First undergraduate class Racially conservative
Center for Individual L= i matrl(?ulates at_ the_ C_enter for Ind|V|du:.;1I
ights, white student files : e University of California Rights buys space in
lawsuit against the e under the new race- student newspapers
Iniversity of Washington ;-%ﬁ neutral admissions _at 1_5_prest|g_|ous .
School of Law charging "§ ik program. Black universities urging th_e|r
race discrimination in ﬁﬁ%’_f‘ enroliments drop from students to sue their
admissions policies. B =._-'- 224 in 1997 to 98 in 1998 co_IIeg_es_ fOfI rac.|a|
E;:“-hh at the prestigious dlSCfIm.Inétlon in
’ Berkeley campus. admissions.
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